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This very night your life is being demanded of you.
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In the order of service,

words spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the congregation are in boldface type.
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Out of the Wilderness
to Bath and Table
GREED AND POWER

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 • 7:00 p.m.
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GATHERING

The congregation gathers at the baptismal font.

Lord Jesus Christ,
we pray to you
because you were tempted like us.
You were offered everything
in the wilderness,
yet you did not submit.

In the wilderness of life,
we are tempted
by riches,
by power,
by material idols,
yet, unlike you,
we often succumb to temptation.

In the wilderness,
you saw the lies of a material world
and you stood firm against the deceiver.
You put your trust in God
to guide you through the danger.

In the wilderness of life,
we yield to temptation.
We think we have to have
more and more
riches,
power,
things.
We put our trust in idols that deceive.
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Help us to see that true riches
are not material things or power.
True riches are God’s love and grace.
True riches are God’s forgiveness and eternal life.

Forgive in us what has gone wrong,
repair in us what is wasted,
reveal in us what is good,
restore in us the grace to forgive
as we are forgiven.

Lead us from the parched wilderness to the Bath of living water,
lead us from the wilderness of want to your Table of Grace.
Nourish us with your body and blood
that we could ever embrace
your word,
your love,
your forgiveness.
From Wilderness to Bath to Table:
our life’s journey
in the company of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The congregation returns to their seats,
while singing “O God, We Call.”
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“O GOD, WE CALL”
Sing three times.
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“TO THE BATH AND TABLE”
Sing three times.

PRAYER OF THE EVENING

Let us pray.

A brief silence.

Eternal God,
your kingdom has broken into our troubled world
through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son.
Yet, in the wilderness of sin we turn from the treasures
of your kingdom to follow the worldly riches of greed and power.
Help us to know that true riches are grace and love
for you and our neighbor.
Lead us out of the wilderness that we may bring
the treasure of your saving love to fruition in our lives,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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READING

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 17:5-11
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make
mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They shall
be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall
live in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall
be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall
not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of
drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. The heart is
devious above all else; it is perverse—who can understand it? I the Lord test
the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings. Like the partridge hatching what it
did not lay, so are all who amass wealth unjustly; in mid-life it will leave
them, and at their end they will prove to be fools.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 12:13-21
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich
man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do,
for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him,
‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL DRAMA

“The Rich Fool”



10

MESSAGE

Pastor Briana Merkle.

A TIME OF SILENCE

“WAIT FOR THE LORD”
Sing three times.
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“WE PLOW THE FIELDS AND SCATTER”
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OFFERING

Our offering tonight is given to the Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
“Crisis in Ukraine” fund. All gifts given this evening will be matched
by LWR up to $422,000.

You may also give now at lwr.org/match.

OFFERTORY • “O LORD, I WORSHIP YOU”
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

On our Lenten journey through the wilderness to Bath and Table,
returning to the Lord with all our heart,
let us pray for the whole people of God, the earth,
and all who cry out for healing.

A brief silence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Hear us, according to your steadfast love, O God,
and in your great compassion
bring us out of the wilderness to Bath and Table
that we may walk with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Together, we pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING • “GOD BE WITH YOU TILL WE MEET AGAIN”
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“FROM THE WATER TO WILDERNESS”

SENDING

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.

Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP NOTES
The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2022, all rights reserved. Some
worship content is from Sundays and Seasons [sundaysandseasons.com], 2022, Year C, copyright © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress. Used by permission and under license.

Images printed include:
 Front cover, top: Image dreamed by Wombo.art artificial intelligence, based upon the phrase “Out of the Wilderness

to Bath and Table. Dreamed through the “Etching” filter.
 Front cover, bottom: Detail of a photograph, 2018, by Tim Peterson, unsplash.com/photos/eg9PDyHAYMk. Public

domain via Unsplash.
 Text: Luke 12:20.

Texts printed include:
 “Gathering” adapted from Stages on the Way, Wild Goose Worship Group © 1998 WGRG, Iona Community. Used by

permission.

Songs printed include:
 “O God, We Call.” Text and music: Linnea Good © 1994 Borealis Music (linneagood.com). All rights reserved.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.
 “To the Bath and Table.” Text: adapt. from Holy Things by Gordon W. Lathrop © 1993 Fortress Press. Used by

permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Music: Mark Howe © 2007 by Mark Howe. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709305.

 “Wait for the Lord.” Text: Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier. Text and music © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de
Taizé, F-71250 Taizé Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net
#A-709305.

 “We Plow the Fields and Scatter.” Text: Text: Matthias Claudius; tr. Jane M. Campbell. Music: Johann A. P. Schulz.
Public domain.

 “O Lord, I Worship You.” Text: Richard Drexler and Rusty Edwards. Music: ; Richard Drexler and Rusty
Edwards. Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
709305.

 “God Be with You till We Meet Again.” Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin. Music: ; William G. Tomer. Public
domain.

 “From the Water to Wilderness.” Text: Stephen M. Fearing © 2019 Stephen M. Fearing. Music: African American
Spiritual. Used by permission.

WORSHIP LEADERS
PREACHER: Pastor Briana Merkle.
PRESIDER: Pastor Eric Bostrom.

DIRECTOR of MUSIC MINISTRIES: Brenna Sage.
SOUND: Beth Ann Johnson.
VIDEO: David Burch.

USHERS: Janice Harrison, Skip Harrison.
ALTAR GUILD: Marie Philipsen, Dotty Shireman, Sandi Swanson, Betsy Tunstall.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LUTHERAN CHURCH
3505 - 122nd Avenue East, Edgewood, Washington 98372
253-863-5171 • www.mtviewlutheran.org
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Holy Week worship at
Mountain View Lutheran Church
3505 - 122nd Ave E, Edgewood WA 98372
www.mtviewlutheran.org • 253-863-5171

4/10 • Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday worship at 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
We begin our Holy Week journey toward the Cross and Resurrection.

4/14 • Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday worship at 7:00 p.m.
Absolution, foot washing, Holy Communion, Last Supper of our Lord.

4/15 • Good Friday
Good Friday worship at 7:00 p.m.
Meditations upon the Cross and Christ crucified.

4/16 • Easter Vigil
Easter Vigil worship at 7:00 p.m.
From darkness to light in stories of God’s presence in salvation history.

4/17 • Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday worship at 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Proclamation of the joy-filled hope of the Resurrection.


