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In the order of service,

words spoken by a leader are in regular type.

Words spoken by the congregation are in boldface type.
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Out of the Wilderness
to Bath and Table
FORGIVENESS

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 • 7:00 p.m.
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GATHERING

The congregation gathers at the baptismal font.

Before you, Jesus Christ,
we admit we have let our words or silences hurt others.
We abuse trust, betray confidences.
Lord, we pray for forgiveness.

In the wilderness we seek forgiveness,
yet fail to forgive as we are forgiven.

When we fail others,
we make a show of forgiveness,
we hide the truth,
we point fingers,
we fail our responsibility
to share your grace.

In the wilderness we seek forgiveness,
yet fail to forgive as we are forgiven.

Lost in the wilderness,
we look for an easier gospel,
a lighter cross,
a less demanding savior.
We turn from forgiveness to blame.

In the wilderness we seek forgiveness,
yet fail to forgive as we are forgiven.
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Lord, our God,

Forgive in us what has gone wrong,
repair in us what is wasted,
reveal in us what is good.
restore in us the grace to forgive
as we are forgiven.

Lead us from the parched wilderness to the Bath of living water,
lead us from the wilderness of want to your Table of Grace.
Nourish us with your body and blood
that we could ever embrace
your word,
your love,
your forgiveness.
From Wilderness to Bath to Table:
our life’s journey
in the company of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The congregation returns to their seats,
while singing “O God, We Call.”
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“O GOD, WE CALL”
Sing three times.
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“TO THE BATH AND TABLE”
Sing three times.

PRAYER OF THE EVENING

Let us pray.

A brief silence.

God of grace and forgiveness,

in the mystery of the cross
Jesus forgave those who nailed him to his death
so that we may have everlasting life.

Yet in the wilderness of sin,
we fail to share your grace.

We fail to forgive.

Lead us on our Lenten journey that we may forgive
as we are forgiven,
and rejoice in the life we share in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 18:21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven
times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven
times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could
not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive
your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ.
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GOSPEL DRAMA

“The Unforgiving Servant”

“NOTHING CAN TROUBLE”
Sing three times.
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MESSAGE

Pastor Eric Bostrom.

A TIME OF SILENCE

“FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE”
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OFFERING

Our offering tonight is given to the Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
“Crisis in Ukraine” fund. All gifts given this evening will be matched
by LWR up to $258,000.

You may also give now at lwr.org/match.

OFFERTORY • “O LORD, I WORSHIP YOU”
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

On our Lenten journey through the wilderness to Bath and Table,
returning to the Lord with all our heart,
let us pray for the whole people of God, the earth,
and all who cry out for healing.

A brief silence.

At the conclusion of each petition:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Hear us, according to your steadfast love, O God,
and in your great compassion
bring us out of the wilderness to Bath and Table
that we may walk with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Together, we pray.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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BLESSING • “GOD BE WITH YOU TILL WE MEET AGAIN”
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“FROM THE WATER TO WILDERNESS”

SENDING

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.

Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP NOTES
The contents of this Mountain View Lutheran Church worship folder are copyright © 2022, all rights reserved. Some
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